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Ahmad M. Amara
Email: ahmadamara@gmail.com, Tel: 1-646-8979-562 or +972-525-412-898

EDUCATION

May/2016
The joint PhD program of History and Hebrew and Judaic Studies, PhD 
New York University, the United States of America. 
Dissertation Title: Governing Property: The Politics of Ottoman Land Law and State-Making in Southern Palestine, 1850-1917
(Committee members: Zachary Lockman, Ronald Zweig, Lauren Benton, Beshara Doumani, Eugene Rogan)
2004-2005
International Human Rights Law, Essex University, England. LL.M
Thesis Title: The Applicable Law to the Coalition Forces` Operation in Al-Fallujah- November/2004.
2001-2004 Law, Politics, and Society Program, Tel-Aviv University, Israel.
LL.M, Magna Cum Laude 
2002 Israel Bar Association.
Member. 
1997-2001
Law, Tel Aviv University, Israel. LL.B
EXPERIENCE
2014-Present
Visiting Researcher, Law School, Haifa University. 

Fall/2012
Co-Lecturer, Course: “Jerusalem: the City, the Shrine,” New York University
2008- 2013 
Co-Lecturer and Visiting Researcher, Workshop: “The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Political Encounter,” New York University.

2007- 2010
Clinical Instructor and Global Advocacy Fellow
Harvard University, Law School Human Rights Program, Cambridge, MA

· Instructed and supervised law students on international human rights and international humanitarian law research and advocacy projects.

· Designed research projects, identifying advocacy objectives and means; arranged and led field missions for human rights projects.

· Published human rights advocacy and documentation reports. 

· Participated in confidential research and litigation against political figures on war crimes and crimes against humanity.  
2007- 2010
Lecturer and Senior Facilitator
Abraham’s Vision, Center for Transformative Education, San Francisco.

· Co-directed summer course on comparative conflict studies in the Balkans. Developed and co-taught group facilitation training course at Columbia University, NY, and University of California, San Francisco. 
2007

Freelance Researcher, Harvard University. 

Program on Humanitarian Policy and Conflict Research, Cambridge, MA

· Researched and authored papers on humanitarian law questions.
2005-2006 
Co-founder, Staff attorney 
Karama (Dignity) Human Rights Organization, Nazareth, Israel.
· Researched and documented human rights violations; advocated cases before the Israeli Supreme and Administrative Courts; corresponded and negotiated with state institutions; lobbied Israeli parliament. 
March 2005
Research Assistant, Essex Law School, the United Kingdom.
2002-2004
Teaching Assistant, International Public Law, Tel-Aviv University, Israel. 

2002-2003
Coordinator of Street-Law Clinical Program
Tel-Aviv University, Human Rights Clinical Programs, Israel.
· Served as coordinator and co-teacher of academic seminar on integrating human rights education in working with youth at-risk for rehabilitation and re-integration in the community. 
· Developed and managed a social-academic program for law students serving as instructors in high schools; conducted training workshops; engaged in fundraising.
2001-2002 Practicing Intern, State Attorney Office, Ministry of Justice, Jerusalem.
1999-2004 Group facilitator for Arab-Jewish encounter groups
School for Peace, Wahat el-Salam/Neve Shalom; Israeli Palestinian Centre for Research and Information; NIR School of the Heart; Children of Peace.
SELECTED LECTURES & PRESENTATIONS

2015
Settler Colonialism in the Present Tense: Terra Nullius in the Negev, Mada- al-Carmel Workshop on Settler Colonialism, Ramallah 

2015
State Making and Jurisdictional Tensions: The Beersheba Kaza as an Anomalous Legal Zone, The Making of Law in the Ottoman Space, 1800-1914, International Workshop, College de France, Paris, France. 
2015
Pre-Beersheba Bedouin Space: The Urbaan and Modern Ottoman State-Making, 1875-1900, Comparative Settler Colonialisms Workshop, Columbia University, New York, the United States of America. 
2014
Southern Palestine and the Making of the “Negev”: Governance Incorporation and Geographic Transformation, Law and Society Workshop, Haifa University, Haifa, Israel.
2014
Colonialism, Cause Advocacy, and the Naqab Case, the World Congress for Middle Eastern Studies (WOCMES), Ankara, Turkey.

2014
The Mutual Impact between the Indigenous and State Property Systems, the Israeli Association of Law and History, Jerusalem.
2014
From the Negev to the Bi’r al-Sabi` Region: A New Reading of Property Relations. Workshop: New Directions in Palestinian Studies- Brown University, Providence, the United States of America.
2014
The Eighth Annual Conference, the International Academic Association on Planning, Law, and Property Rights, Technion, Haifa, Israel.
2013
The Politics of Indigeneity in the Palestinian Context, Dirasat Center for Law and Policy, Nazareth, Israel.

2012
Colonial Legal (dis)Continuities in Palestine: The Negev Lands, the 46th Annual Meeting of the Middle East Studies Association, Colorado.

2012
The Israeli Land Law System, Fordham Law School, the United States of America.

2012
Questioning the "Dead (Mawat) Negev Doctrine": Property Rights in Arab Bedouin Space, in workshop: “Socio-legal Perspectives on the Passage to Modernity in and beyond the Middle East,” the History Department, Ben-Gurion University.

2011
Colonial Legal Heritage in Israel and the Negev Bedouin, the Legal History Colloquium, NYU Law School, the United States of America.  

2011
Colonial Legal Heritage and the Naqab Lands, in Mada al-Carmel

Palestinian PhD Students’ Conference. Nazareth, Israel.

2010
The International Criminal Court and the Goldstone Report, Conference by Mosawa Center and the Israel Bar Association, Nazareth, Israel.

2008
Human Rights Litigations under Occupation: Between Legitimation and Change, Kansas University Law School, the United States of America.
2006
Islam-phobia and European Islam, Open Society Institute, Nottingham University, the United Kingdom.
2006
Land and Citizenship in Israel, Open Society Institute Retreat, Egypt.
2005
The Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territories: Economic and Social Impact, University of Essex, the United Kingdom.

SCHOLARSHIPS, AWARDS & GRANTS
2015-2016
Recipient of the Dean’s Dissertation Award, New York University.
2014-2015
Recipient of the NYU Global Research Initiative, NYU Tel-Aviv.
2013-2014
Social Science Research Council’s Fellow- the International Dissertation Research Fellowship. 

2004-2005
Open Society Institute (OSI)/Chevening Scholarship for International Human Rights Law Program, Essex University, the United Kingdom.

April 2005
Essex University Law School delegate member (elected), The ‘Jean Pictet Humanitarian Law Competition,’ France.

2003
Dean’s Award, Faculty of Law, Tel-Aviv University, Israel.

1998-2001
Price Scholarship, Faculty of Law, Tel-Aviv University, Israel. 

LANGUAGES

Arabic

Native language, fully proficient both spoken and written

Hebrew 

Fully proficient both spoken and written
Modern Turkish 
Advanced command of writing, reading and speaking

Ottoman Turkish
Advanced command of writing, reading and speaking
LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

Books:

2012
Indigenous (In)Justice: Human Rights Law and Bedouin Arabs in the Naqab/Negev, (main editor), Harvard University Press. 

Forthcoming 
Terra Nullius in the Negev: Indigenous Bedouin Land and Contested Legal Geographies of Southern Palestine/Israel, (with Kedar & Yiftachel) Stanford University Press. 

Chapters in Books:

Forthcoming
“A Critique of the “Negev Bedouin Studies,”” in Beshara Doumani et. al. (eds.), New Directions in Palestinian Studies: Political Economy (Redwood City: Stanford University Press). 
Forthcoming
“Protection and Sovereignty Inside and Out: The Beersheba Borderland as an Internal and External Ottoman Frontier, 1900-1917, in Lauren Benton et. al. (eds.), Empire and Protection in World History. 
2014
"Colonialism, Cause Advocacy, and the Naqab Case," in Nasasra et. al., (eds), The Naqab Bedouin and Colonialism: New Perspectives, London, Routledge Press, 162-187.

2012
"Unsettling Settlements: Law, Land, and Planning in the Naqab," in Indigenous (In)Justice, 68-125 (with Zinaida Miller).
2012
"International Law of Indigenous Peoples and the Naqab Bedouin Arabs," in Indigenous (In)Justice, 158-192 (with Rodolfo Stavenhagen).

2012
“Introduction,” in Indigenous (In)Justice, 68-125 (with Ismael Abu-Sa’ad).

Special Issue:

2014
Confrontation in the Negev: Israeli Land Politics and the Indigenous Bedouin-Arabs, Rosa Luxemburg Fund, Special Issue, (with Oren Yiftachel), (in English and German).
2013
The Plan/s to Settle the Naqab Bedouin, Mada al-Carmel Files, the Prawer File, 2013, 1-12 (in Arabic) 

Articles:

2016
“Beyond Stereotypes of Bedouins as ‘Nomads’ and ‘Savages’: Rethinking the Bedouin in Ottoman Southern Palestine, 1875–1900,” Journal of Holy Land and Palestine Studies 15:1, 2016, 59-77.
2013
The Negev Land Question: Between Denial and Recognition, Journal of Palestine Studies, 42:3, 2013, 27-47.

2012
Re-Examining the "Dead Negev Doctrine:" Property Rights in Arab Bedouin Regions, (with Yiftachel and Kedar), Law and Government (mishpat umimshal), 14:1, 2012, 7-147 (in Hebrew).
2012
Moving Towards Full-Scale Judicial Boycott in the Naqab, Jadal- Issue 13, 1-4, (in Arabic, Hebrew, and English).
2009
The Goldberg Committee: Legal and extra-legal means of solving the Naqab Bedouin case, Hagar: Studies in Culture, Polity, and Identities, 8:2, 2008, 227-243.

2008
The Battle for the Land and Housing Rights of the Negev Bedouin, Housing and ESC Rights Law Quarterly, 5:1, March/2008, 1-6.
Selected Reports:


2016
Israel’s Perpetual “State of Emergency”: Criminalizing Palestinian Civil Society and Political Dissent, Meezaan Organization for Human Rights. 

2015
Bedouin Rights under Occupation: International Humanitarian Law and Indigenous Rights for Palestinian Bedouin in the West Bank (Norwegian Refugee Council) co-authored with Mansour Nasasra.
2012
Processes of Dispossession in the Negev-Naqab: The Israeli policy of Counter Claims against the Bedouin-Arabs (Negev Coexistence Forum for Civil Equality). 
2009
The Eastern Ring Road: The Legality and Impact from an International Humanitarian and Human Rights Law Perspective, (al-Quds University Human Rights Clinic and the Harvard Law School’s International Human Rights Clinic). 

Unpublished research:
2015
Governing Property: The Politics of Ottoman Land Law and State-Making in Southern Palestine, 1850-1917, (PhD Dissertation, New York University, 2015) (Committee members: Zachary Lockman, Ronald Zweig, Lauren Benton, Beshara Doumani, Eugene Rogan)
2006
The Applicable Law to the Coalition Forces` Operation in Al-Fallujah- November/2004, (LL.M Thesis) published online at the library of the ‘NGO Coordination Committee in Iraq,’ available at: http://www.ncciraq.org/.
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